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Kicking back: a neutral palette of khaki, beige and grey creates calm in the living
space, with a solitary colour splash from the mustard banquette in the dining area

Small but
tall and full
of potential

A great space:
high ceilings
allowed for a
handsome
galleried
mezzanine floor
for bed, bathroom
and books
Industrial touch:
left, Crittall
doors divide
kitchen and
living spaces

Dara Huang turned 800 square feet of living
space into a fabulous mezzanine flat — all on
a modest budget, says Caroline Phillips

D

mezzanine floor above the living space
— with a bedroom, bathroom and a long
walk-in wardrobe — and constructed a
gallery around the room with a wraparound library. “I love books. People
don’t seem to want books these days,”
she adds.
Huang is very keen on the apartment’s
layout. “Volume is so important because
London is so expensive and is priced on
square footage,” she says. “The high
ceilings really help.”
Originally, the apartment was a sitting
room in a stuccoed terrace house. When
Huang bought it two years ago, it was
already a flat. “Some really eccentric
men lived here,” she says. “There were
neon pink lights, a bathtub in the middle
of the room, and it was all partitioned
off into smaller spaces — three rooms
and a kitchen.”
She set about converting it “really inexpensively”. “It was done up on £80 a
square foot. That’s not even possible.”
She laughs: “Well, I guess it is possible,
after all.”
Huang spent £80,000 and demolished
and built walls, added that extra
floor, put in a staircase, and completed

the finishes, furniture and electrics.
This included building a bespoke
kitchen, metal balustrade with oak
handrail, walk-in wardrobe with handmade joinery and creating a fireplace
with a chimney breast. “To be honest,

‘Volume is so important
because London is priced
on square footage. The
high ceilings really help’
doing a house doesn’t have to be that
expensive. It just needs a lot of creative
thought,” she says.
She has created a home that is “opened
up and flowing”. She has left the bedroom
open to the gallery and simply divided
the kitchen from the living area with “very
industrial” Crittall glass and metal doors.
“The nice thing is that because they are
glass, the room still looks big, even when
I close them when I’m making a smelly
asian dinner,” she says.
Huang has also used every imaginable
nook for storage. “There is a lot of space

within your walls,” she explains. “People
mostly don’t take advantage of this. It’s
just easier and cheaper to cover them
up rather than create hidden doors.”
The whisky bar hides the stereo, while
the ottoman doubles as a linen chest.
She has also put a mirror behind the
pocket dining area “to bring light in and
expand the space”.
ah, the light. There’s an enormous
arch window and, on the other side of
the space, the kitchen windows — “it’s
so rare to have light from both sides”.
The colour scheme contributes to the
airy vibe.
“I decorated the entire place in similar
hues. It’s all very neutral — khaki, beige,
simple Carrara marble, grey oak Venetian parquet floor and slate grey.”
The curtains — about 12ft high — are
made of triple-lined natural-coloured
linen “for warmth, acoustics and it also
creates some bustling”.
The only splash of colour comes in the
mustard banquette seating in the dining
area. “It’s like a restaurant, isn’t it? The
table is expandable.”
The added interest is provided by the
artwork. In the living area, Huang has
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Creative thinker: Dara Huang installed
a mezzanine level with a wraparound
library at her Bayswater studio loft
an 8ft x 5ft limited-edition photograph
by fashion photographer nick Knight.
“It’s called Blade of Light. It’s really
cool.”
In an alcove in the bedroom, there’s a
life-size torso covered in feathers. “a
friend of mine did it. I’ve always had a
thing for fashion and art. I wish I could
say it was modelled on my body.” She
laughs again.
uT is there anything she would
like to have done to the flat that
she didn’t? “Loads,” she says
instantly. “I didn’t really have
time to do this up. So it was
done quickly and on a budget.
“The next place will be in my style. I
want to live in a garage or factory with a
big concrete table, mid-century furniture and massive artworks. Somewhere
very different.”
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ara Huang has created the
perfect urban apartment.
“after all, space is at a premium in the city,” says
Huang, 34, founder of the
Design Haus Liberty architecture and
interiors practice. “So I thought creatively about how to maximise the storage
and floor footprint here.”
She has cleverly used every inch of
available space in the Bayswater home
she shares with her businessman boyfriend, Edward, maximising the light and
using trade tricks to make the apartment
look bigger.
The result is an open and light-filled
space spanning 1,000 square feet, where
once it was merely 800sq ft, poky and
dark.
“The décor is Edward’s taste,” she says.
“He likes comfortable and traditional.
My style is much edgier, more raw and
artistic. I don’t want people to think this
is what I do.”
Huang, a Harvard graduate who came
to work in London in 2010, is showing
me around the place. “It’s a studio loft,
which makes it really unique,” she says,
by which she means she created a

Simple elegance:
right, big mirrors
in the bathroom
create light and
a sense of space

For designer kitchens at affordable prices, everything starts with Schmidt.
Schmidt are the leading kitchen brand in europe. With French style and German manufacturing, we offer the widest choice of affordable made-to-measure
kitchen solutions, and we never compromise on quality or service. Our showroom specialists tailor designs to the nearest millimetre, then we’ll ensure hasslefree fitting with our complete installation service. With schmidt, you can enjoy unbeatable quality and service, at an affordable price.

Find your nearest showroom. Visit www.schmidt-kitchens.com

