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s Once the city seats of landed
gentry, townhouses are rising in
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nobles and landed gentry - a second

hon\e away from their country seat.
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The Crittall
comeback

The industrial invention used on the Titanic is now in

vogue again. Tory Kingdon explores the latest looks

e most common
feature of modern

the open layout;
the desire for lange multi-functional
spaces flooded with light rather
than smaller, separate rooms.
is, however, alimit to the number
of walls that can be demoli
before your home starts appeari
like the Tate Modern's Turbine lII‘asll.
Apmlmx)y spacious? Yes, Liveable

e oy tracitional Crtallis |

‘You can
zone
without
locking
them

away’

staging a comeback - and not just as
windows, hllaswa]lsamdmxsm

in Essex, first used this method to

create steel- fmmd windows. Crmall

¥
home owners are using thme steel-
framed partitions to create floor plans
that feel both light and inclusive but
retiin an element tion.

The sturdy, slim-profile frames,

as well as looking rather good, tap
into the current trend for all things
industrial. The manufacturing
technique was introduced in the
mid-19th century when Sir Henry
Bessemer developed a process for
| hot-rolling steel. It was in 1860 that

‘ Francis Henry Crittall, an ironmonger

as
expand nmmnunclunng in Ihe
L‘nmsd States, China and Europe.

The strength and durability of the
metal frames trumped traditional [
‘woaden ones for industrial buildings.
The malleahility of the alloy also
meant that, by the Thirties, Crittall
was being used in a variety of different
buildings, adapting to more innovative
artdeco and cubist designs.

Crittall was used on the Titanic and
can still be found in the Houses of
Parllament and the Tower of London.

The look is by no means new. But

itis enjoying a moment back in the

spotlight, as is evident from a number

of refurbishments and developments.
kery Place, a former Victocian

bakery in Battersea (prices from

625,000 with Savills) a Crittall-type
system has been used to divide spaces
and create rooms within rooms.
“You can go Int d

founder of Design Haus Liberty, a
design and architecture practice
based in Clerkenwell, who

mgnenm uses Crittall in her work.
course, nwel

other once industrial areas of
London, original versions of the
feature can be found in abundance.
Savillsis nllum a former Vlmorhn

other
rooms that are entirely steel | framed
and get some peace and quiet. But
you're still part of the flat and you
| still benefit from the natural light
| that flows through the space,” says
‘Will Hermann, the developer behind
Bakery Place. “You can zone things
without locking them away.”

In a four-bedroom house in Pavilion
Road, Knightsbridge, on the market
for £525million with Knight Frank, a
Crittall screen separates the entrance
hall and the kitchen/dining roowm. This
works well, says Hermann.

"You have a space for hanging
and putting away shoes, but you sml
get that feeling of walking into a large,
open-plan space when you walk
through the front door” The
for layouts like these in development
terms js " n plan” - not open but
still segmented in some way.

As well as being used practically
to delineate spaces and allow for a
greater flow of light, steel framed

are being a

sign feature. French doors can be
replaced by Crittall walls for anart
deco aesthetic and installing steel
windows can create a more urban
look. A Crittall construction can even
be used asa shower enchlosuw o

| "Crittall references a more
| interesting property that might have
hud a previous life as a factory or an

£25 m!lllon lu aumenuc snsel
framed windows and doors,
combined with its open layout and
exposed brick walls, will no doubt
form a large part of its appeal.
Modern London's love afair with
loft conversions and warehouses has
contributed to the popularity of the
| feature elsewhere. In aless lkely
selting - a £37.5 million town house
in Cresswell Place, Chelsea, for sale
with Knight Frank - a Crittall frame
has been installed around a
courtyard at the centre of the house.
design trend is unlikely to
fall out of favour anytime soon.
Striking but minimalist, the look
complements other trends, from
mid-century modern to Scandi-
style, both of which show no
sign of abating. What’s more, the
m:hllecmrll feature has gooc
credentials, with recycled steel
helm; widely used in production.
ther in windows or partitions,
it isalso strong, durabie and

“Young buyers and even the
older generation of home owners
whe appreciate the idea of a less
traditional, more inclusive way of

ing are drawn to thislook
feel” says Huang. m o

“Crittall is not tical but

looks great. It's hﬂedmlo
behind the scenes. I think w(re

| industrial building." says Dara Huang,

likely to see more and more of it."




